AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please make the following amendments to the claims: 

1-79. (Cancelled) 

80. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 113, wherein the 
intellectual property law data is selected from the group consisting of intellectual 
property statutes, intellectual property case law, intellectual property law articles, and 
intellectual property legal analysis. 

8 1 . (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 113, wherein the 
intellectual property business data is selected from the group consisting of strategic 
technology information, core products information, competition information, and market 
information. 

82-112. (Cancelled) 

113. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium having a program for use with a 
computer for receiving subject matter submission information and for selecting at least 
one intellectual property rights protection system of a plurality of intellectual property 
rights protection systems for intellectual property protection for subject matter 
associated with the subject matter submission information , the program comprising: 

logic for receiving , in an intellectual property rights protection selection system, 
subject matter submission information associated with subject matter [a 
disclosure of an innovation]; 
logic for accessing intellectual property law data stored in at least one intellectual 
property law database, wherein the intellectual property law database is 
accessible by the intellectual property rights protection selection system 
through the logic for accessing the intellectual property law data : 
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logic for accessing intellectual property business data stored in at least one 

intellectual property business database, wherein the intellectual property 
business database is accessible by the intellectual property rights 
protection selection system through the logic for accessing the intellectual 
property business data : 

logic for comparing, in the intellectual property rights protection selection system, 
the subject matter submission information against the intellectual property 
law data from the intellectual property law database: 

logic for comparing, in the intellectual property rights protection selection system, 
the subject matter submission information against the intellectual property 
business data from the intellectual property business database: 

logic for selecting, in the intellectual property rights protection selection system. 
responsive to the comparison of the subject matter submission information 
[innovation disclosure, to] against the intellectual property law data from 
the intellectual property law database , and responsive to the comparison of 
the subject matter submission information against the intellectual property 
business data from the intellectual property business database , at least one 
intellectual property rights protection system of a plurality of intellectual 
property rights protection systems [as providing appropriate legal 
protection for the] for intellectual property rights protection for subject 
matter associated with the subject matter submission information 
[innovation]; and 

logic for sending at least a portion of the subject matter submission information 
[disclosure] to the selected at least one intellectual property rights 
protection system of the plurality of intellectual property rights protection 
systems , wherein the selected at least one intellectual property rights 
protection system of the plurality of intellectual property rights protection 
systems includes at least one of a trademark protection system, a trade 
secret protection system, a copyright protection system, and a patent 
protection system. 
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1 14. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 1 3, wherein the logic for receiving, in 
the intellectual property rights protection selection system, subject matter submission 
information associated with subject matter includes logic for prompting a user for the 
subject matter submission information. 

115. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 14, wherein the logic for prompting the 
user for the subject matter submission information includes logic for sending to the user a 
plurality of queries soliciting replies from the user. 

116. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 14, wherein the logic for prompting the 
user for the subject matter submission information includes logic for sending to the user a 
web browser-based form including a plurality of questions and logic for automatically 
returning the answers to intellectual property rights protection selection system upon 
completion by the user of the web browser-based form. 

1 1 7. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 13, wherein the logic for comparing, in 
the intellectual property rights protection selection system, the subject matter submission 
information against the intellectual property law data from the intellectual property law 
database includes determining if the subject matter submission information includes a 
description of subject matter than can be protected by a particular type of intellectual 
property rights protection corresponding to at least one of the intellectual property rights 
protection system of the plurality of intellectual property rights protection systems. 

118. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 1 7, wherein the intellectual property 
law data stored in the intellectual property law database includes data corresponding to a 
plurality of specific examples of types of subject matter that can be protected by at least 
one corresponding intellectual property rights protection system of the plurality of 
intellectual property rights protection systems, and wherein the logic for comparing, in 
the intellectual property rights protection selection system, the subject matter submission 
information against the intellectual property law data from the intellectual property law 
database includes determining if the subject matter submission information includes a 
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description of subject matter that is similar to at least one specific example of the 
plurality of specific examples of types of subject matter that can be protected by the at 
least one corresponding intellectual property rights protection system. 

1 1 9. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 1 7, wherein the intellectual property 
law data stored in the intellectual property law database includes data corresponding to a 
plurality of legal criteria defining a plurality of types of subject matter that can be 
protected by at least one corresponding intellectual property rights protection system of 
the plurality of intellectual property rights protection systems, and wherein the logic for 
comparing, in the intellectual property rights protection selection system, the subject 
matter submission information against the intellectual property law data from the 
intellectual property law database includes determining if the subject matter submission 
information includes a description of subject matter that meets the plurality of legal 
criteria defining the plurality of types of subject matter that can be protected by the at 
least one corresponding intellectual property rights protection system. 

120. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 113, wherein the intellectual property 
business data stored in the intellectual property business database includes data 
corresponding to strategic business goals of an organization, and wherein the logic for 
comparing, in the intellectual property rights protection selection system, the subject 
matter submission information against the intellectual property business data from the 
intellectual property business database includes determining if the subject matter 
submission information includes a description of subject matter that meets the strategic 
business goals of the organization to which the intellectual property business data stored 
in the intellectual property business database corresponds. 

121. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 113, wherein the logic for selecting the 
at least one intellectual property rights protection system of the plurality of intellectual 
property rights protection systems for intellectual property rights protection for subject 
matter associated with the subject matter submission information includes logic for 
selecting the at least one intellectual property rights protection system of the plurality of 
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intellectual property rights protection systems that can be utilized to potentially obtain 
intellectual property rights protection for the subject matter of the subject matter 
submission information, 

122. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 13, wherein the logic for selecting the 
at least one intellectual property rights protection system of the plurality of intellectual 
property rights protection systems for intellectual property rights protection for subject 
matter associated with the subject matter submission information includes logic for, 
responsive to selecting a plurality of intellectual property rights protection systems for 
intellectual property rights protection for the subject matter associated with the subject 
matter submission, creating a plurality of duplicate sets of linked data records, and 
wherein the logic for sending at least a portion of the subject matter submission 
information to the selected at least one intellectual property rights protection system of 
the plurality of intellectual property rights protection systems includes logic for sending 
one of the duplicate sets of linked data records to each selected intellectual property 
rights protection system of the plurality of selected intellectual property rights protection 
systems. 

123, (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 113, wherein the logic for selecting the 
at least one intellectual property rights protection system of the plurality of intellectual 
property rights protection systems for intellectual property rights protection for subject 
matter associated with the subject matter submission information includes logic for, 
responsive to selecting a plurality of intellectual property rights protection systems for 
intellectual property rights protection for the subject matter associated with the subject 
matter submission, creating a single set of data records, and wherein the logic for sending 
at least a portion of the subject matter submission information to the selected at least one 
intellectual property rights protection system of the plurality of intellectual property 
rights protection systems includes logic for enabling each selected intellectual property 
rights protection system of the plurality of selected intellectual property rights protection 
systems for processing of the single set of data records. 
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1 24. (New) A method for use with a computer for receiving subject matter submission 

information and for selecting at least one intellectual property rights protection system 
of a plurality of intellectual property rights protection systems for intellectual property 
protection for subject matter associated with the subject matter submission information, 
the method comprising steps of: 

receiving, in an intellectual property rights protection selection system, subject 

matter submission information associated with subject matter; 
accessing intellectual property law data stored in at least one intellectual property 
law database, wherein the intellectual property law database is accessible 
by the intellectual property rights protection selection system through the 
logic for accessing the intellectual property law data; 
accessing intellectual property business data stored in at least one intellectual 
property business database, wherein the intellectual property business 
database is accessible by the intellectual property rights protection 
selection system through the logic for accessing the intellectual property 
business data; 

comparing, in the intellectual property rights protection selection system, the 

subject matter submission information against the intellectual property law 
data from the intellectual property law database; 

comparing, in the intellectual property rights protection selection system, the 
subject matter submission information against the intellectual property 
business data from the intellectual property business database; 

selecting, in the intellectual property rights protection selection system, 

responsive to the comparison of the subject matter submission information 
against the intellectual property law data from the intellectual property law 
database, and responsive to the comparison of the subject matter 
submission information against the intellectual property business data 
from the intellectual property business database, at least one intellectual 
property rights protection system of a plurality of intellectual property 
rights protection systems for intellectual property rights protection for 
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subject matter associated with the subject matter submission information; 
and 

sending at least a portion of the subject matter submission information to the 

selected at least one intellectual property rights protection system of the 
plurality of intellectual property rights protection systems, wherein the 
selected at least one intellectual property rights protection system of the 
plurality of intellectual property rights protection systems includes at least 
one of a trademark protection system, a trade secret protection system, a 
copyright protection system, and a patent protection system. 

125. (New) The method of claim 124, wherein the intellectual property law data is selected 
from the group consisting of intellectual property statutes, intellectual property case law, 
intellectual property law articles, and intellectual property legal analysis. 

126. (New) The method of claim 124, wherein the intellectual property business data is 
selected from the group consisting of strategic technology information, core products 
information, competition information, and market information. 

127. (New) The method of claim 124, further including a step of prompting a user for subject 
matter submission information prior to the step of receiving, in the intellectual property 
rights protection selection system, subject matter submission information associated with 
subject matter. 

128. (New) The method of claim 127, wherein the step of prompting the user for the subject 
matter submission information includes sending to the user a plurality of queries 
soliciting replies from the user. 

129. (New) The method of claim 127, wherein the step of prompting the user for the subject 
matter submission information includes sending to the user a web browser-based form 
including a plurality of questions and logic for automatically returning the answers to 
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intellectual property rights protection selection system upon completion by the user of the 
web browser-based form. 

130. (New) The method of claim 124, wherein the step of comparing, in the intellectual 
property rights protection selection system, the subject matter submission information 
against the intellectual property law data from the intellectual property law database 
includes determining if the subject matter submission information includes a description 
of subject matter than can be protected by a particular type of intellectual property rights 
protection corresponding to at least one of the intellectual property rights protection 
system of the plurality of intellectual property rights protection systems. 

131. (New) The method of claim 130, wherein the intellectual property law data stored in the 
intellectual property law database includes data corresponding to a plurality of specific 
examples of types of subject matter that can be protected by at least one corresponding 
intellectual property rights protection system of the plurality of intellectual property 
rights protection systems, and wherein the step of comparing, in the intellectual property 
rights protection selection system, the subject matter submission information against the 
intellectual property law data from the intellectual property law database includes 
determining if the subject matter submission information includes a description of subject 
matter that is similar to at least one specific example of the plurality of specific examples 
of types of subject matter that can be protected by the at least one corresponding 
intellectual property rights protection system. 

132. (New) The method of claim 130, wherein the intellectual property law data stored in the 
intellectual property law database includes data corresponding to a plurality of legal 
criteria defining a plurality of types of subject matter that can be protected by at least one 
corresponding intellectual property rights protection system of the plurality of intellectual 
property rights protection systems, and wherein the step of comparing, in the intellectual 
property rights protection selection system, the subject matter submission information 
against the intellectual property law data from the intellectual property law database 
includes determining if the subject matter submission information includes a description 
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of subject matter that meets the plurality of legal criteria defining the plurality of types of 
subject matter that can be protected by the at least one corresponding intellectual property 
rights protection system. 

133. (New) The method of claim 124, wherein the intellectual property business data stored in 
the intellectual property business database includes data corresponding to strategic 
business goals of an organization, and wherein the step of comparing, in the intellectual 
property rights protection selection system, the subject matter submission information 
against the intellectual property business data from the intellectual property business 
database includes determining if the subject matter submission information includes a 
description of subject matter that meets the strategic business goals of the organization to 
which the intellectual property business data stored in the intellectual property business 
database corresponds. 

134. (New) The method of claim 124, wherein the step of selecting the at least one intellectual 
property rights protection system of the plurality of intellectual property rights protection 
systems for intellectual property rights protection for subject matter associated with the 
subject matter submission information includes selecting the at least one intellectual 
property rights protection system of the plurality of intellectual property rights protection 
systems that can be utilized to potentially obtain intellectual property rights protection for 
the subject matter of the subject matter submission information. 

135. (New) The method of claim 124, wherein the step of selecting the at least one intellectual 
property rights protection system of the plurality of intellectual property rights protection 
systems for intellectual property rights protection for subject matter associated with the 
subject matter submission information includes, responsive to selecting a plurality of 
intellectual property rights protection systems for intellectual property rights protection 
for the subject matter associated with the subject matter submission, creating a plurality 
of duplicate sets of linked data records, and wherein the step of sending at least a portion 
of the subject matter submission information to the selected at least one intellectual 
property rights protection system of the plurality of intellectual property rights protection 
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systems includes sending one of the duplicate sets of linked data records to each selected 
intellectual property rights protection system of the plurality of selected intellectual 
property rights protection systems. 

136. (New) The method of claim 124, wherein the step of selecting the at least one intellectual 
property rights protection system of the plurality of intellectual property rights protection 
systems for intellectual property rights protection for subject matter associated with the 
subject matter submission information includes, responsive to selecting a plurality of 
intellectual property rights protection systems for intellectual property rights protection 
for the subject matter associated with the subject matter submission, creating a single set 
of data records, and wherein the step of sending at least a portion of the subject matter 
submission information to the selected at least one intellectual property rights protection 
system of the plurality of intellectual property rights protection systems includes enabling 
each selected intellectual property rights protection system of the plurality of selected 
intellectual property rights protection systems for processing of the single set of data 
records. 

137. (New) A computer system programmed as an intellectual property rights protection 
selection system for receiving subject matter submission information and for selecting at 
least one intellectual property rights protection system of a plurality of intellectual 
property rights protection systems for intellectual property protection for subject matter 
associated with the subject matter submission information, the computer system 
comprising: 

logic for receiving, in the intellectual property rights protection selection system, 
subject matter submission information associated with subject matter; 

logic for accessing intellectual property law data stored in at least one intellectual 
property law database, wherein the intellectual property law database is 
accessible by the intellectual property rights protection selection system 
through the logic for accessing the intellectual property law data; 

logic for accessing intellectual property business data stored in at least one 

intellectual property business database, wherein the intellectual property 
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business database is accessible by the intellectual property rights 
protection selection system through the logic for accessing the intellectual 
property business data; 

logic for comparing, in the intellectual property rights protection selection system, 
the subject matter submission information against the intellectual property 
law data from the intellectual property law database; 

logic for comparing, in the intellectual property rights protection selection system, 
the subject matter submission information against the intellectual property 
business data from the intellectual property business database; 

logic for selecting, in the intellectual property rights protection selection system, 
responsive to the comparison of the subject matter submission information 
against the intellectual property law data from the intellectual property law 
database, and responsive to the comparison of the subject matter 
submission information against the intellectual property business data 
from the intellectual property business database, at least one intellectual 
property rights protection system of a plurality of intellectual property 
rights protection systems for intellectual property rights protection for 
subject matter associated with the subject matter submission information; 
and 

logic for sending at least a portion of the subject matter submission information to 
the selected at least one intellectual property rights protection system of 
the plurality of intellectual property rights protection systems, wherein the 
selected at least one intellectual property rights protection system of the 
plurality of intellectual property rights protection systems includes at least 
one of a trademark protection system, a trade secret protection system, a 
copyright protection system, and a patent protection system. 

(New) The computer system of claim 137, wherein the intellectual property law data is 
selected from the group consisting of intellectual property statutes, intellectual property 
case law, intellectual property law articles, and intellectual property legal analysis. 
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139. (New) The computer system of claim 137, wherein the intellectual property business data 
is selected from the group consisting of strategic technology information, core products 
information, competition information, and market information. 

140. (New) The computer system of claim 137, wherein the logic for receiving, in the 
intellectual property rights protection selection system, subject matter submission 
information associated with subject matter includes logic for prompting a user for the 
subject matter submission information. 

141 . (New) The computer system of claim 140, wherein the logic for prompting the user for 
the subject matter submission information includes logic for sending to the user a 
plurality of queries soliciting replies from the user. 

142. (New) The computer system of claim 140, wherein the logic for prompting the user for 
the subject matter submission information includes logic for sending to the user a web 
browser-based form including a plurality of questions and logic for automatically 
returning the answers to intellectual property rights protection selection system upon 
completion by the user of the web browser-based form. 

143. (New) The computer system of claim 137, wherein the logic for comparing, in the 
intellectual property rights protection selection system, the subject matter submission 
information against the intellectual property law data from the intellectual property law 
database includes determining if the subject matter submission information includes a 
description of subject matter than can be protected by a particular type of intellectual 
property rights protection corresponding to at least one of the intellectual property rights 
protection system of the plurality of intellectual property rights protection systems. 

144. (New) The computer system of claim 143, wherein the intellectual property law data 
stored in the intellectual property law database includes data corresponding to a plurality 
of specific examples of types of subject matter that can be protected by at least one 
corresponding intellectual property rights protection system of the plurality of intellectual 
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property rights protection systems, and wherein the logic for comparing, in the 
intellectual property rights protection selection system, the subject matter submission 
information against the intellectual property law data from the intellectual property law 
database includes determining if the subject matter submission information includes a 
description of subject matter that is similar to at least one specific example of the 
plurality of specific examples of types of subject matter that can be protected by the at 
least one corresponding intellectual property rights protection system. 

145. (New) The computer system of claim 143, wherein the intellectual property law data 
stored in the intellectual property law database includes data corresponding to a plurality 
of legal criteria defining a plurality of types of subject matter that can be protected by at 
least one corresponding intellectual property rights protection system of the plurality of 
intellectual property rights protection systems, and wherein the logic for comparing, in 
the intellectual property rights protection selection system, the subject matter submission 
information against the intellectual property law data from the intellectual property law 
database includes determining if the subject matter submission information includes a 
description of subject matter that meets the plurality of legal criteria defining the plurality 
of types of subject matter that can be protected by the at least one corresponding 
intellectual property rights protection system. 

146, (New) The computer system of claim 137, wherein the intellectual property business data 
stored in the intellectual property business database includes data corresponding to 
strategic business goals of an organization, and wherein the logic for comparing, in the 
intellectual property rights protection selection system, the subject matter submission 
information against the intellectual property business data from the intellectual property 
business database includes determining if the subject matter submission information 
includes a description of subject matter that meets the strategic business goals of the 
organization to which the intellectual property business data stored in the intellectual 
property business database corresponds. 
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147. (New) The computer system of claim 137, wherein the logic for selecting the at least one 
intellectual property rights protection system of the plurality of intellectual property 
rights protection systems for intellectual property rights protection for subject matter 
associated with the subject matter submission information includes logic for selecting the 
at least one intellectual property rights protection system of the plurality of intellectual 
property rights protection systems that can be utilized to potentially obtain intellectual 
property rights protection for the subject matter of the subject matter submission 
information. 

148. (New) The computer system of claim 137, wherein the logic for selecting the at least one 
intellectual property rights protection system of the plurality of intellectual property 
rights protection systems for intellectual property rights protection for subject matter 
associated with the subject matter submission information includes logic for, responsive 
to selecting a plurality of intellectual property rights protection systems for intellectual 
property rights protection for the subject matter associated with the subject matter 
submission, creating a plurality of duplicate sets of linked data records, and wherein the 
logic for sending at least a portion of the subject matter submission information to the 
selected at least one intellectual property rights protection system of the plurality of 
intellectual property rights protection systems includes logic for sending one of the 
duplicate sets of linked data records to each selected intellectual property rights 
protection system of the plurality of selected intellectual property rights protection 
systems. 

149. (New) The computer system of claim 137, wherein the logic for selecting the at least one 
intellectual property rights protection system of the plurality of intellectual property 
rights protection systems for intellectual property rights protection for subject matter 
associated with the subject matter submission information includes logic for, responsive 
to selecting a plurality of intellectual property rights protection systems for intellectual 
property rights protection for the subject matter associated with the subject matter 
submission, creating a single set of data records, and wherein the logic for sending at 
least a portion of the subject matter submission information to the selected at least one 
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intellectual property rights protection system of the plurality of intellectual property 
rights protection systems includes logic for enabling each selected intellectual property 
rights protection system of the plurality of selected intellectual property rights protection 
systems for processing of the single set of data records. 
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